268 PartVi: The Part of Tens

These mini-interviews give people who aren’t normally part of the blog a
voice and presence, and make them known to readers as well. Use these to
recognize unsung heroes, reveal little-known areas of expertise, or to capture
the jokes of the hilarious guy down the hall.

Making Someone Up

Figure 16-2:
The Austin
American-

Statesman’s
Tour de

France blog

by Lance

Armstrong's

bike.

I’'m not advocating that you lie about the facts. However, consider writing a
blog entry, or series of entries, from the point of view of a made-up character.

Faced with covering Lance Armstrong’s sixth Tour de France, the Austin
American-Statesman decided to have a little fun. It created a blog to cover the
race and typed up a fun, funny take from the point of view of Armstrong’s
bike. Lance’s Bike blogged his dissatisfaction with his current paint color,
confessed his gambling problem, and discussed the after-race celebrations
in the bike storage trailer. The blog is at www.statesman.com/sports/
content/custom/blogs/tourdiary and shown in Figure 16-2.

Of course, creating a false persona to blog in is a little risky — you may sound
corny rather than funny, and it can be hard to sustain for long. For some blogs,
it may not be appropriate at all, depending on the usual tone and style. Still,
this technique can garner a lot of attention when done right.
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Whew.
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Three weeks is an awlully long ime, folks. The mental strain, the pain, the
fatigue, the heartache, the strange swelling down deep in my left fork.
statesman.com

¥es, this blog sure has been tough fo keep up

j0me It is about the bike!

MNews The race? Oh, yeah, | guess that was tough, too. We won it, you know. Big Lance isn't the only one
Weather/Traffic surprise there. Like | was going to let Lance lose. Hah! making history in France.




